Imagination is required in a lifelong learning society so as to make knowledge applicable in solving various problems. Imagination is a capability to configure unrealistic regions from the phenomenological perspective, and a creative function responsible for understanding and interpreting the world from the hermeneutic viewpoint. Cultural philosophy views imagination as an ability for symbol formation based on epistemological and esthetic functions. Considering narrative is a story, a mode of thinking, and a cultural toolkit for understanding and making human mind, the imagination from the narrative viewpoint is closely related to narrative thinking in charge of making plausible stories, changing and reinforcing cultural scripts, and communicating culturally and cross-culturally.
Introduction
Imagination is more important than knowledge in the 21st century. Thanks to the advance of science and technology, there are various ways to obtain knowledge we need regardless of time and place. Imagination, however, is almost impossible to be replaced by artificial intelligence ( In order to cultivate students' imagination through school curricula, the meaning of imagination should be clarified in the first place. This paper is to review the current philosophical perspectives on imagination and to suggest a new viewpoint of imagination based on narrative.
Philosophical Perspectives on Imagination
Phenomenological philosophy criticizes the epistemological stance where imagination is a mere ability to mediate between senses and perception, and provides a chance to understand imagination from a different point of view (Kang & Kim, 2006) . According to Husserl, imagination is the configuration of similar reality and it is involved in meaning-making because the experience of imagination is considered as the experience of similar reality (Park, 2011) . He pondered the various meanings of imagination and carefully examined the individual subjective imagination and the inter-subjective
